Ukraine - World Hospice and Palliative Day events

The aim of our events was to draw attention of Ukrainias to the palliative and hospice care which is a global challenge and integral part of the human rights issue.

Traditionally (since 2006), there were several different events in Kyiv and some other towns in Ukraine where All-Ukrainian Association for Palliative Care has its branches. 

In Kyiv, with the support of Help the Hospices we have organized:
The reception for key officials of Ministry of Health and Ministry of Labour and Social Policy as well as businessmen was organized. This was rather informal meetings which helped us to communicate and establish better contacts with key governmental structures which work in the sphere of palliative care. 20 persons participated. During the reception the resolutions about legislation improvement were done; the special topics of discussion were opioids and raise-awareness strategies in the sphere of palliative care.
The organ music concert in St Alexander cathedral (roman-catholic church) was organized. The concert of Italian music of 17 century was dedicated by its organisers (Mrs Olga Dmitrenko) to palliative care. It was declared in the special announcement and printed brochure. Roughly, 200 persons participated.
All-Ukrainain Association for Palliative Care has obtained support from the Kyiv metropolitan administration for the event which enabled free public values advertising (oral announcements about World Hospice and Palliative Care Day). So for one week special announcements were done 12 times per day. Every day more than 1.7 millions of citizens of Kyiv and guests use the Kyiv metropolitan.

On the next day the press-conference was organised. It focused on the perspectives of palliative care development in capital of Ukraine. Today, in this megapolis live over 4.5 millions of people; each day (accordingly to the official data) no less than 13 people dye with cancer; 69 more dye from other causes. And only 130 hospice beds in 3 hospices and palliative care units in the city’s hospitals help them to pass with dignity. There are no palliative care home service in Kiev. To solve this problem, All-Ukrainian Association for Palliative Care has initiated the pilot project of palliative care development within the framework of Kyiv social care program. Abovementioned hospices are in the structure of Kyiv health care program. Anyway, there are 10 elderly social care centers which provide home nursing, social and psychological care to more than 200 000 citizens of Kyiv. Association regards this as a good challenge to start the multidisciplinary cooperation between elderly social care centers and medical care facilities in Kyiv. 7 representatives of National mass-medias were present. It was underlined that palliative and hospice care is a global challenge and integral part of the human rights issue.

Theater performance was organised in National Opera. Over 400 guests arrived to listen to L'elisir d'amore (The Elixir of Love) opera. As Wikipedia informs (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/L’elisir_d’amore) this is a melodrama giocoso in two acts by the Italian composer Gaetano Donizetti. The premiere was at the Teatro della Canobbiana, Milan on 12 May 1832. L'elisir d'amore is one of the most frequently performed of all Donizetti's operas and there are a number of recordings. It appears as number twenty on Opera America's list of the 20 most-performed operas in North America. It contains the popular aria "Una furtiva lagrima," one of the most famous and often-excerpted arias in all of opera. Before the beginning of the Opera a representative of Association for Palliative Care Dr. Anatoliy Tsarenko and Kyiv Orthodox Archbishop Mitrophan have talked to guests of the National Opera about World Hospice and Palliative Care Day. After the event, artists have dedicated their flowers to patients in the Kyiv city hospices. This small present brought some light and joy into the last days of incurably ill hospice clients. Also, the funds on the total sum of 300 USD were raised during the performance. The sum was forwarded to establishing of the home-based palliative care team in Pechersk district of Kyiv (in the frameworks of the mentioned pilot project of multidisciplinary cooperation).

To stress the importance and significance of the hospice and palliative care 400 full-colour posters were printed delivered in Kyiv, Cherkassy, Luhansk, and Donetsk regions. The posters have the information about initiative and explain about hospice movement. It was underlined that palliative and hospice care is a global challenge and integral part of the human rights issue. We also have stressed that the voice of each person should be listened to. So, we stressed that development of palliative care in Ukraine is the fruit not just professionals (firstly, medical ones) – but the effect of public organizations’ work, firstly, All-Ukrainian Association of palliative care and All-Ukrainian Council for patient rights and safety.

Thanks to the informational support and press-conference, about 200 000 of Ukrainians have learned about hospice and palliative care from mass-medias, and approximately 30 articles on hospice and palliative care issue were published in mass-media.


Althogether, about 2000 people have been engaged in the events in Kyiv and regions.

The success of the World Hospice and Palliative Care Day could be measured by:

· feedback of theather performace guests who mentioned that they learned more about palliative and hospice care; 

· increasing number of All-Ukrainian Asociation for Palliative Care volunteers (14 persons);

· participation of governmental officials in events and their resolutions to improve palliative care development in Ukraine.
The World Day and Voices have had significant long term effect on development of palliative and hospice care movement in our country. Of course All-Ukrainian Association for Palliative Care organizes conferences, trainings and other events which are certain advocacy tool, as well, but World Day and Voices are perfect tools to engage many of those who are interested in palliative care. Thanks to events of All-Ukrainian Association for Palliative Care governmental officials, medical and social workers, businessmen, Church leaders, sport activists and other Ukrainian opinion-leaders were welcome and participated in our initiative. 
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